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As 2009 recedes into the past and 2010 progresses apace, 
it must be acknowledged that last year was a not uneventful 
year for the archdiocese of Brisbane.  Among the events and 
occurrences of significance from 2009 may be mentioned: 
1. The choice of Frs Peter Kennedy and Terry Fitzpatrick and 
much of the ñSt Maryôs Communityò to move from the 
South Brisbane St Maryôs parish Church to their ñSt Maryôs 
in Exileò accommodation in the TLC building, (previously 
reported in Lepanto); 

2. Apparent cessation - for now - of the controversial 
Womenspace operation towards 
the end of 2009, (see ñBehind 
The Scenes at Womenspaceò 
article in this issue, dealing with 
the notice of closure; excerpts 
from a restricted circulation 
ñWomen-Churchò article on 
Womenspace by Sister Anne 
McLay; and our reproduction of a 
message from behind the scenes 
at Womenspace concerning their 
- as they put it - ñGoddess 
theology or New Age 
Catholicismò and sponsorship by 
ñWicca friendly priests and 
bishopsò).  Whether 
Womenspaceôs demise is 
permanent remains to be seen.  It 
seems, however, that the 
Presentation sisters will no longer be 
providing this occult front group with a 
base for their operations.  
Womenspace, of course, would not 
exist without the resources and 
support of female religious orders; 

3. The lay-led restoration of perpetual 
adoration at Villa Maria (reported in 
Lepanto previously); and 

4. Claims by Frs Peter Kennedy and 
Terry Fitzpatrick that John Bathersby, 
was personally instrumental in leading 
Terry Fitzpatrick (and others) into 
Buddhist practice, (see ñBook Review: 
Fitzpatrick Challenges Bathersbyò in 
this issue).  The archbishop has on a 
number of occasions been asked to 

respond to the claims.  At time of writing, he has not 
responded. 
While 2009 may ultimately prove to have been something 

of a landmark year for the Catholics of Brisbane, much 
remains to be done.  The archdiocese of Brisbane, following 
many years of not-always-easy-to-fathom leadership, is in 
need of a Catholic recovery strategy.  The situation and the 
legacy are far from satisfactory.  Despite some positive signs, 
too many indicators are negative: historically low mass 
attendances, generalised doctrinal and moral confusion, the on

-going and long term failure of the 
Catholic religious education system, 
Catholics aborting their children at 
much the same rates as the rest of 
the community, bloated Catholic 
bureaucracies pursuing their own 
perceived self interests, long standing 
failure to effectively project Catholic 
influence at the political level, a 
largely - and with honourable 
exceptions - demoralised clergy and 
a number of religious orders in 
apparently terminal decline.  
Altogether, a sobering report card to 
accompany the recently concluded 
150th year anniversary celebrations 
for the diocese. 
If St Maryôs and Womenspace were 

dealt with in 2009, there remains at least 
one other neo-Gnostic front group still 
ostensibly operating as a Catholic 
organisation ï the Sisters of Mercyôs 
Earth Link / Four Winds operation, (see 
ñEarth Link: Business as usualò article in 
this issue).  This organisation continues 
to present a challenge to the local 
Church and to the archbishop. 
Of the events and happenings in the 
archdiocese in 2009, wondrous and 
ordinary, ethereal and mundane, public 
and obscure, there was another at the 
very end of 2009 which remains fresh in 
the memory ï the appearance of what 
may be described as a ñpuffò piece by 
Des Houghton in the Courier-Mail, 
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ñBrisbane Archbishop John Bathersby prepares to 
retireò ( http://www.news.com.au/couriermail/story/0,,26524413
-3102,00.html ). In the story, we find that Archbishop 
Bathersby, ñknown affectionately in the community as The 
Batò, has been ñmates with the past three popesò and that the 
73 year old Archbishop fondly anticipates that the Pope will 
accept his resignation when he turns 75.  While the past year 
was the ñtoughest of his lifeò, it was nonetheless ñone of the 
most spiritually rewardingò.  Also, almost in passing, ñA row in 
the South Brisbane parish resulted in a (un-named) 
malcontent priest banished from St Mary's for unorthodox 
teachings.ò  The former friendship, it seems, is well and truly 
over. 

Experience has shown that when such coverage occurs ï 
ñsoft propagandaò, by any standard ï there can be some 
confidence that the Archbishop is under pressure and that the 
popular mood requires a little fine tuning.  In any case, this 
article was brought to Lepantoôs attention by an interested 
observer via an email message titled, rightly or wrongly, 
ñDamage Controlò. 

As the focus turns to 2010 and 2011, more than a little 
discussion centres on the succession to the leadership of the 
archdiocese.  One or two of those considered in certain 
quarters to be potential successors appear to have already put 
their personal campaigns into high gear.  Needless to say, the 
next appointment will be a matter of no small significance for 
the archdiocese.  It is difficult to imagine anyone who has lived 
comfortably with this administration or who has gained 
preferment in this administration being an acceptable 
candidate.  Romeôs questions to possible candidates should 
include: 
1. How have you lived with the current administration of the 

archdiocese? 
2. How did you make your disagreement known?  Please 

provide evidence. 
3. Bearing in mind your vow of obedience, what did you do 

about the state of things?  Please provide evidence. 
4. Where did you stand on St Maryôs?  Please provide 

evidence. 
5. Where did you stand on Womenspace?  Please provide 

evidence. 
6. Where did you stand on Earth Link?  Please provide 

evidence. 
7. What have you done over the longer term to promote the 
Gospel of Life and the victory of ñthe culture of lifeò over 
ñthe culture of deathò?  Please provide evidence. 

8. How over the longer term have you made your position 
known on the questions of abortion and contraception?  
Please provide evidence. 

9. Most critically, what have you done over the longer term to 
demonstrate that you are prepared to accept unpopularity 
in the service of Christ?  Please provide evidence. 
Those who have in recent times scaled up their orthodox 

profiles and who have been, subtly and not so subtly, working 
the Roman connection should be seen as opportunistic.  
Those who hold or have held senior or ñinsiderò positions in 
the archdiocese should be evaluated with particular rigour, as 
should those who have been favoured by the archdiocese with 
opportunities for advanced study and overseas travel. 

Only a candidate conspicuous for his humility, orthodoxy 
and courage would have any prospect of reforming this 
archdiocese.  Rome would do well to look not so much at the 
more obvious candidates but rather to look for those who are 
not in favour, who do jobs others do not want and who 
perhaps may even be quietly despised for their catholicity.  
The right material is unlikely to be found in candidates who 
lack scar tissue.                                      

 - Tim Pemble-Smith 

ñWhen witchcraft is practised as a religion, it is called by the 
Old English term for witch, Wicca. This term is used to counter 
all the negative stereotypes that society has given witchcraft. 
Wicca is primarily a religion that worships nature, and sees all 
creation as sacred. In fact, all Wiccan holy days 
follow the cycles of nature and the changes in the 
seasons. Wicca also worships both a male and 
female deity, a female Goddess and a male 
God, who had together created the world 
and everything in it.ò    

(http://www.witchcraft.com.au) 
 
ñTo Israel, his chosen, God revealed 
himself as the only One: "Hear, O Israel: 
The LORD our God is one LORD; and you 
shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your might." Through the prophets, God calls 
Israel and all nations to turn to him, the one 
and only God: "Turn to me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other... To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear. 'Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are 
righteousness and strength.'"                                            

(Catechism of the Catholic Church #201) 

ñIt is common knowledge, even amongst those unfamiliar with 
the true practice of Wicca, that some Wiccans practice magick. 
... Wicca actively embraces the idea and use of magick, and 
does this openly, though it is often difficult to determine where 

religion ends and magick begins. é In Wicca, magick 
has a very specific role: to improve our lives, 

develop a relationship with the Goddess and 
the God, and to return energy to the earth 
which sustains all life.ò    

(ñWiccan Magick Explainedò  
http://paganismwicca.suite101.com ) 

 
ñCatholic theology defines magic as the art 
of performing actions beyond the power of 
man with the aid of powers other than the 
Divine, and condemns it and any attempt at 
it as a grievous sin against the virtue of 

religion, because all magical performances, if 
undertaken seriously, are based on the 

expectation of interference by demons or lost 
souls. Even if undertaken out of curiosity the 

performance of a magical ceremony is sinful as it either 
proves a lack of faith or is a vain superstition.ò 

(ñOccult Art, Occultismò, Catholic Encyclopedia 
http://www.newadvent.com ) 


