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Lepantoôs perspective on Fr Peter Kennedy and his 
Catholic Community of St Maryôs, also known as the ñPeopleôs 
Republic of St Maryôsò, was outlined in February: that Fr 
Kennedyôs sense of ñonenessò represents a world view in 
which we are all ñGodò, the Christian God no longer being 
understood as separate from and above the universe; that Fr 
Kennedyôs view amounted to a denial of the central Christian 
understanding of the Trinity and Jesus Christ and was a classic 
statement of the neo-Gnostic, New Age position. Lepanto 
identified a parallel between Fr 
Kennedy and the dismissed 
American Dominican Fr Matthew 
Fox and Foxôs New Age, Goddess
-friendly, effectively pagan 
spirituality. 

Naturally, Lepanto offered Fr 
Kennedy a right of reply: ñShould 
Fr Kennedy have an interest in 
further clarifying his position or in 
responding, Lepanto is prepared 
to print whatever he may have to 
say.ò 

There has been no response 
from Fr Kennedy. No surprises 
there. Nonetheless, in a still unfolding process of public self-
revelation, Fr Kennedy has progressively been placing more of 
his worldview on the public record, and in so doing has 
rendered further confirmation of the view taken by Lepanto. For 
more on this, see the companion presentation on page 4 in this 
issue, ñMore on Peter Kennedy and Gnosis: 
Jesus as ómythô and ósymbolô of the ójourneyôò. 
Fr Kennedyôs public references to and 

favourable view on Gnosticism, Advaita 
Hinduism and the Kabbalah represent nothing 
less than an endorsement of esoteric traditions 
and, for that matter, paganism. 
Fr Kennedyôs increasingly more explicit 

Gnosticism, neo-Gnosticism if you like, has 
been neither unexpected nor surprising. A 
significant body of evidence from St Maryôs 
had previously pointed in that direction: 

the St Maryôs baptismal signifiers ñcreatorò, 
ñliberatorò and ñsustainerò were open to a 
wide range of interpretation, pagan as well 
as Christian; 

the meditation approaches on offer at St 
Maryôs were drawn from Gnostic and pagan 

traditions; 

the books being promoted and sold at St Maryôs were of a 
Gnostic and pagan character; 

the St Maryôs Liturgy of the Eucharist reference to 
ñcommunion with the earthò, printed weekly in the St Maryôs 
newsletter, was open to a range of Gnostic and pagan 
interpretations; and 

the culture at St Maryôs reflected a rejection of biblical and 
Christian morality. 

There was also the matter of the 
Buddhist statue, famously 
installed in St Maryôs in the period 
leading up to the Popeôs trip to 
Australia for World Youth Day. As 
A r c h b i s h o p  B a t h e r s b y 
subsequent ly  advised Fr 
Kennedy, 
ñA Buddhist statue in a Catholic 
Church or sanctuary just does not 
make sense é only extreme 
recklessness would place a 
Buddhist statue in a Christian 
Church.ò 
What may perhaps surprise is 

how little of the above, Buddhist statue aside, translated into 
the official pronouncements of the archdiocese. The letters 
from the archbishop spoke of matters of faith, liturgy, 
governance and authority. The detailed explanations on offer in 
the Catholic Leader by Fr Tom Elich and Fr David Pascoe 

concerned respectively, liturgy and authority. 
The archdiocesan Chancellor Fr Adrian Farrelly 
referred to the archbishopôs having ñlost 
confidence in Fr Peterôs willingness to present 
Jesus to his people in the Catholic wayò. Sir 
Humphrey could not have expressed it more 
delicately or in more minimalist terms. 
In the archdiocese of Brisbane, a spade is not 
necessarily the proverbial shovel; a spade can 
sometimes be more like a trowel. On the 
archdiocesan side, the dispute with Fr Kennedy 
was managed almost as if it were simply an in-
house disagreement among like-minded 
members of a friendly society. Fr Kennedy 
knew he had broken the rules of, as he put it, 
the ñclubò. The decision to leave was his 
choice; both for him and for the archbishop, 
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arguably more a matter of practice than belief. 
There is a clearly discernible pattern in the archdioceseôs 

message management. In avoiding reference to the New Age 
and the Gnostic, the Archbishop and his various spokespeople 
maintain their longstanding practice of not naming and not 
dealing with the New Age and its many and various 
manifestations in the archdiocese of Brisbane. There are few 
Vatican documents as little mentioned in this archdiocese as 
2003ôs ñJesus Christ, The Bearer of the Water of Life: A 
Christian reflection on the óNew Ageôò. That, 
of course, raises the wider issue relating to 
St Maryôs: that Fr Peter Kennedy was not 
such a great exception. 

The fault lines within the archdiocese 
have been very much in evidence in the 
range of reactions to the exodus of Fr 
Kennedy and his followers from St Maryôs. 
As we are all aware, there is no shortage of 
Catholics, priests included, who were 
sympathetic to or supported Fr Kennedy in 
his dispute with the archbishop. By way of 
example, see the statement circulated by Fr 
Wrex Woolnough of Caboolture, reproduced 
in full on page 5. 
Fr Woolnoughôs statement may verge on 

the intemperate but it is far from unrepresentative. There are 
others around the archdiocese with even more clearly defined, 
if more discreet views. As for the Catholic Gnostics in 
residence, they see their ranks continuing to increase, Fr 
Kennedyôs departure notwithstanding. The Gnostics around the 
archdiocese remain outwardly relaxed and comfortable, some 
almost establishment figures despite their extra-curricular 
activities. Just as Peter Kennedy once did, Womenspace, 

Earthlink and other groups continue to operate openly and 
without fear. ñWe are all Gnostics now éò 

There is more to the story, however. The publicity 
associated with St Maryôs and Frs Kennedy and Fitzpatrick has 
had an impact. People are generally more aware. They know 
that St Maryôs did not happen by accident; that it was the 
product of how the archdiocese has been led and managed 
over the longer term. They saw and heard Fr Kennedy and the 
Fitzpatricks, father and son, on Australian Story. They watched 

Q&A. They saw Fr Kennedy walking away to 
the TLC building. People understood these 
two priests had ceased being Catholic a long 
time ago. 
A club without boundaries is no club at all; a 
church without boundaries is no church 
either. The boundaries of the Catholic 
Church are well known. The boundaries of 
the archdiocese of Brisbane can be 
somewhat more difficult to detect. Infra-red 
glasses may assist. 
Fr Kennedy left some time-fused calling 
cards behind on his way out of the Catholic 
Church. One of them concerns the Buddhist 
question and the Archbishop himself. In an 
interview with ABC Radio National, Fr 

Kennedy said: 
ñJohn Bathersby himself, as spiritual director in the 
seminary, some of the Masses he said with them, today he 
would say that theyôre wrong. He introduced Terry (Fr 
Fitzpatrick) and many people to Buddhism, John Bathersby 
did.ò 
A response to this claim has been sought from Archbishop 

Bathersby. There has been no reply. 

Catholic Seminaries Full as Religion Resurges 
By Lisa Mayoh 

 in Herald Sun, August 09, 2009 

AFTER years of decline, the number of priests in the 
Catholic Church in NSW is on the rise. 

Sydney seminaries are full of holy hopefuls for the first 
time in 10 years, as 60 men prepare for a life in the 
priesthood - three times as many as there were in 2000.  

Eighty per cent of them are under the age of 30.  
While some cite World Youth Day as their inspiration, 

others describe a calling they just couldn't ignore.  
The youngest is 19, and the majority are in their early or 

mid-20s. They may be young, but they are determined to be 
part of a revolution bringing people back to the Catholic 
Church.  

Homebush's Seminary of the Good Shepherd is one of 
two seminaries in Sydney and houses 40 of those in the 
midst of their seven-year learning curve. Of those enrolled, 31 
are under the age of 30.  

Father Anthony Percy, who runs the seminary, said 
having the younger generation aspire to be priests was 

encouraging, and would help resolve 
the problem of Sydney's priest 
shortage.  

"There is definitely a renewed 
interest in the Church and the 
priesthood," Father Percy said.  

"We had the ordination of four 
priests a few months ago - that hasn't 
happened since 1983."  

He said one reason for the shift in 
attitude was a reaction to a post-
modern world with fluid values.  

Blacktown 19-year-old Mark Aarts told The Sunday 
Telegraph he was accepted into the seminary when he was 
18, and couldn't be happier.  

"As difficult as it is, there is something very firm about my 
desire because I see it as a gift from God," he said. "My 
parents were very accepting." 

FR ANTHONY PERCY 

http://www.news.com.au/heraldsun/story/0,21985,25901051-662,00.html 
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Vale Maxwell Lynch, 1917-2009 Editorial: 

Max Lynch died of heart failure, with which 
he had struggled for some years, about 3pm 
on the 18th March 2009. He was in 
Wollongong, visiting a long-standing friend, 
Gladys Ryvers, for her birthday.  
It is somewhat poignant that on 

the 23rd March, his funeral was conducted in the 
very church that was the subject of his last editorial 
- St Josephôs, Bulli - under the Stations of the Cross 
that he had restored. He would have been greatly 
touched that so many of his Nambour friends, 
including the RSL President, travelled to 
Wollongong for the service. Maxôs ashes are being 
placed in a columbarium in the grounds of St. 
Josephôs in a few weeks time with a military plaque to mark his 
final resting place. 

Max, the eldest of four children, was born in Lorne, 
Maitland, NSW in the second house across the Hunter River 
Bridge, to Austin Lynch and Greta (nee Collins), on 24th May 
1917 (then known as Empire Day).  His mother told him the 
fireworks every year were for his birthday! 
Jane Pemberton, Maxôs great-grandmother, was his first 

Australian-born ancestor. Born to Irish convicts in Parramatta 
in 1806, she married John Lynch (a former Irish convict) in 
1825.  When the convict-built road to the Hunter Valley 
reached Wollombi in 1830, her family moved there and was 
granted 100 acres which still remains with family descendants. 
Maxôs parents moved to Newcastle about 

1920 and to Sydney shortly after, where Max 
attended Marist Brothers Mosman (Primary) 
and later St Josephs College, Hunters Hill. 
During the late 1930ôs Max was an active 
member of the Campion Society (a lay 
Catholic association dedicated to the 
intellectual apostolate) in Sydney.  

On leaving school, Max commenced 
work in an advertising agency, and spent most of his career in 
advertising and marketing in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. 

In August 1939, Max married Marie (nee Abreu).  The first 
of their 6 children, Mark, was born in Sydney in August 1941 ï 
followed by John, Peter, Therese, Maxine and Patrick with the 
latter two born in Brisbane. (Marie pre-deceased him in 1999.) 

In August 1940, Max enlisted in the Citizens Military Force 
(CMF).  He was called up for fulltime service in December 
1941 and transferred to the AIF in October 1942.  He served in 
Papua and New Guinea for the next 3 years, initially with the 
73rd Australian Anti-Aircraft Company and then with ANGAU, 
where he served on the Papuan north coast, on the Bulldog 
Track from the Papuan Gulf to Wau, and on the New Guinea 
north coast. He returned to Australia, with the rank of 
Sergeant, on 16th September, 1945. 

In the mid-seventies Max was able to return to PNG when 
he and Marie visited son Mark in Port Moresby.  In 1980 they 
flew to Bougainville via Honiara and stayed with son John (a 
teacher in Arawa) and was given a tour of the Panguna mine. 

The RSL, of which Max was a longstanding member, 
played an important part of his life, through which he met and 

maintained strong friendships, particularly in Nambour where 
he lived his later years. He was specially blessed and grateful 
for the friendships he acquired at Nambour through the 
Lepanto League and the RSL. 

Max was also a passionate follower of the NRL 
(even rallying on his deathbed to ôwatch the gameô) 
and an unwavering supporter of the Manly Sea 
Eagles for many decades. 
On moving to Nambour, Max joined the Knights of 
the Southern Cross and in due time became 
president. In this capacity, in 1997, Max organised a 
public meeting to protest the proposed 
ôwreckovationô to St Josephôs Church, Nambour. 
From this meeting emerged the ñSunshine Coast 

Catholics Advocacy Leagueò known as SCCAL (or, as one 
annoyed modernist priest jibed - much to Maxôs amusement - 
óSCCALiwagsô).  
SCCALôs newsletter was christened Lepanto, and as the 

ówreckovationô went ahead, other groups joined and demand 
grew, SCCAL became the ñLepanto League of Australiaò, with 
the main focus being this journal. Although unsuccessful in 
Nambour, Max was pleased to be able to help other parishes 
prepare their defences and defeat plans for ówreckovationsô. 

No one was more surprised than Max that Lepanto grew 
steadily, with subscribers across Australia and overseas. As 
president of SCCAL, then Lepanto League, and editor of 
Lepanto, Max was the driving force until his death at 91 - even, 

while suffering many heart attacks, 
organising a successor and putting strategies 
in place to ensure the continuance of 
Lepanto . Max  Lynch was not tall, but he 
was a great man. 
It wasnôt until he was 85 that Max first 
acquired a computer.  With help from Gladys, 
he quickly became adept at using it for 
writing his articles and a range of Lepanto 

administrative tasks, for extensive research via the internet, 
and considerable email correspondence with people and 
organizations around the globe.  Visitors became used to 
sudden beep and chatter noises at ungodly hours as faxes 
arrived from far-flung locations in different time zones. 

Remarkable in many ways, Max was very sociable and 
articulate, wrote well, could sketch skilfully and enjoyed 
debating issues.  He had a remarkable memory and level of 
energy and was mentally sharp right up until the end.  His 
cardiologist often asked Max when he was going to start 
behaving like a 90-year-old.  

Max enjoyed travelling and read widely, with a particular 
interest in Australian history.  One of his favourite authors was 
G.K. Chesterton.  Not long before he passed away he said he 
hoped that, in the next life, he would be able to have 
conversations with Chesterton, Edmund Campion and St 
Aloysius. 

Max is survived by his 6 children, 18 grand children and 12 
great grand children. 
Eternal rest grant unto Maxwell, O Lord, may Perpetual 

Light shine upon him and may he rest in peace. Amen 
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Z PRAYER  FOR WAYWARD  PRIESTS 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

as You gazed down from the Cross in Your bitter 

agony upon the beloved and faithful Apostle, St 

John, Your anguish was increased by the desertion 

of the traitor and the other Apostles. In spite of this 

desertion, Your love embraced them and all those 

consecrated men who would forsake You. 

We therefore confidently beseech You now to rain 

abundant grace on shepherds who have gone 

astray. Where there is present groping uncertainty, 

let there be light; Where there is present 

overshadowing gloom, let there be joy; Where 

there is present mounting struggle, let there be 

peace.  

Guide, O Lord, the straying shepherds back to the fold 

and assist them to walk surely and lovingly in Your 

sight, for only in union with You will the shepherd 

find true light, joy and peace. 

Give to all priests inspiration in time of doubt, 

patience in time of adversity, fortitude in time of 

weakness, that with Your love ever pressing them 

on, they may lead others ever closer to You.  

Amen. 

In a past Lepanto, we examined the books on sale at St 
Maryôs and their New Age, Gnostic character. Of the more 
recent evidence, perhaps nothing is more confirmatory of the 
Gnostic flavour of Fr Peter Kennedy and his St Maryôs than the 
internet videos: 

ñPeter Kennedy, Rebel Priestò, an interview with 

Cameron Reilly, and 

ñInterview About Spiritualityò, with Fr Peter Kennedy. 
In the videos, Fr Kennedy talks about his approach to 

spirituality and its relation to Gnosticism, Advaita Hinduism and 
the Kabbalah. He also recommends Freke and Gandyôs book 
ñThe Laughing Jesus: Religious Lies and Gnostic Wisdomò, 
which has been examined previously in Lepanto. From what Fr 
Kennedy has to say, it would appear that he is in agreement 
with the Lepanto view that his position is essentially Gnostic. 
The below comes from Fr Kennedyôs Pentecost Sunday homily: 

ñAccording to Freke and Gandy, the original Christians 
were Gnostics who understood Jesus, not as an historical 
person, who "suffered for our sins," but as the mythical hero 
of a symbolic teaching story which represents the spiritual 
journey, which leads to the experience of awakening - 
gnosis or knowing - awakening to the truth of Ultimate 
Reality. Awakening to the truth that all is One - that there is 
only God. 
ñThe literalist church that began with Constantine did all 

it could to suppress the teachings of the Gnostics/mystics 
and the image of the laughing Jesus. It succeeded so well 
that it now seems strange to even suggest that Christianity 

was originally about awakening to the truth of Ultimate 
Reality - that all is Oneness - that there is only God. But in 
the middle of the 20th century some of the texts of the 
original Christians (the Gnostic Gospels) were found in a 
cave near nag Hammadi in Egypt. In these texts the 
message of awakening is proclaimed loud and clear. 
ñO'Murchu in his book óCatching up with Jesusô speaks 

of the Holy Spirit as an awakening presence that breathes 
where she wills, ever generating new breath thoroughly in 
human and planetary consciousness. Literalist Christianity 
created by Constantine gave source to the Holy Roman 
Empire, a totalitarian regime that would rule Europe with an 
iron-fist for over a thousand years. In the Western world the 
institutional authority of the church became the principal 
means whereby the state created political and social order. 
Gnostic spirituality throughout history has ceaselessly 
exposed literalist religion as a pernicious source of 
ignorance and division.ò 
The above might raise any number of questions, such as 

why Fr Kennedy wanted to remain in the Catholic Church. And 
what kind of ñjourneyò heôs been on. 

The videos referred to above are accessible at the following 
internet links: 

Peter Kennedy, Rebel Priest:  
http://gdayworld.thepodcastnetwork.com/2009/04/03/
gday-world-video-peter-kennedy-rebel-priest-part-one/ 

Interview About Spirituality:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFgh20AI7tc 

MORE ON PETER KENNEDY AND GNOSIS:  

Jesus as òmythó and òsymboló of òthe journeyó 

L EPANTO  L EAGUE  OBJECTIVES  : 

1 Uphold & promote the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

2 Be Loyal to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church and to the 

teachings of the Holy Father. 

3 Oppose the teaching of the so-called Personal Development/Sex 

Education in the class room environment. 

4 Foster vocations to the Priesthood and to the religious life by 
personal and formal group devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 
and by the support of seminaries, whose formation and training 

is in accord with the guide-lines and directions of the Holy See. 

5 Foster devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and daily praying of 

the Holy Rosary. 

6 Provide active support for other groups and organisations who 

are loyal to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. 

7 Support parents as the prime educators of their children. 

8 Insist that Catholic schools teach the full content of the Catholic 

Faith without compromise. 

9 Foster love for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and to actively 
work for the fulfillment of the legitimate aspiration of having the 

traditional Latin Rite (Tridentine) Mass available regularly. 

10  Advance these objectives & to defend them with vigour from all 
attacks no matter from what source they may arise, & to provide 

mutual support & assistance amongst members. 

http://www.timothyfreke.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Gandy
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06592a.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_I_and_Christianity
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/gnostics.html
http://www.nag-hammadi.com/
http://www.catholica.com.au/media/006_do_010207.php
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One of the worrying things that I can see coming out of all the hoo-haa 
surrounding The South Brisbane saga is that it will be all put down to a runaway 
parish doing weird things which is stomped on and all will be well again. That 
would be tragic, not just for all the injustice it would allow to take place at the 
moment, but also because of the implications for the future. For there is not just 
one or two, but FOUR key players in the mess as it unfolds. 

First, there is South Brisbane and Peter Kennedy and the crew. South 
Brisbane was a dying inner city Parish when Peter went there, with the fatal blow 
delivered with the clearing of the South Bank for Expo. It was a Parish without 
parishioners, and over the past twenty years it has attracted a significant number 
of people, a number of whom were somewhat disaffected with Church. Peter has 
been willing to listen to their concerns and give the community a significant say in 
decision making. You may not agree with the solutions they have come up with 
(e.g. replacing the words Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the Baptismal formula), 
but hopefully we are aware of the problem (we are burdened with an 
overabundance of masculine words in such formulae), and see the need in a 
more sensitive world to search for more inclusive alternatives. 

Secondly, there are those who run around looking for something to report. 
There is a very small, but strong, group of right wing Catholics who will go round 
from church to church searching out things to report to authorities. They attend 
services in bad faith, at no time attempting to participate fully or reverently, but to 
take notes and pick the service to pieces. We had experiences of that in this area 
8 years ago when it was openly declared by one of the leaders of this group that 
their intention was to FORCE Catholics back into the Confessional box. In actual 
fact, their concern is not to be able to worship as they prefer, but to impose their 
preferred ways of living their faith onto everyone. Sadly, they have often found an 
ally, hopefully unwittingly, in the Courier Mail, from within through significant staff 
with similar tendencies and also information fed to them from without. 

Thirdly, there is the Vatican which sometimes seems to put its trust in the 
above group, rather than its appointed Bishops and priests. For those of you who 
follow Church news, it may not come as a surprise to hear that the Vatican is 
facing a crucial time, with major disagreements between key consistories. One of 
the most recent gaffes had to do with one of the Congregations having a swipe at 
Cardinal Kaspar, the head of the Congregation for Inter-faith Relations. They 
publicly demanded that he retract his oft stated credo that the primary aim of 
Christian Mission was no longer to win over converts, but to live a Christian life in 
their presence. Within days Kaspar himself had to come to the defence of the 
Church when the Jews said if the primary aim of Christians was to proselytize 
they would not be welcome in the Holy Land. There are a number of significant 
persons in key positions in the Vatican who would like to wind back on the Second 
Vatican Council and move towards the status quo prior to the Council. As a result, 
you might have heard that the Vatican recently lifted the excommunication of the 
four Le Febvre Bishops, who donôt recognize the validity of the Council, one of 
whom turned out to be a Holocaust denier, much to Romeôs embarrassment. 

Fourthly, there is the Bishop who I suppose is caught between a rock and a 
hard place. While he says that he is acting on his own behest, he has himself 
stated that he was unaware of the things that were happening at South Brisbane 
until it was brought to his attention by certain Roman Cardinals. He would be one 
of the few. 

So the whole situation is a lot more complex than a parish out of control. It is 
about the way we will be able to be Church in the future. 

Father Wrex Woolnough 
Parish Priest Caboolture Parish 

From Caboolture Parish Newsletter 
14/15 February 2009 

South  Brisbane  and  All  That 
by Father Wrex Woolnough, in Caboolture Parish Newsletter 

At a time when new questions are being put 
and when grave errors aiming at undermining 
religion, the moral order and human society 
itself, are rampant, the Council earnestly 
exhorts the laity to take a more active part, 
each according to his talents and knowledge 
and in fidelity to the mind of the Church, in 
the explanation and defence of Christian 
principles and in the correct application of 
them to the problems of our times. 
Decree of the Apostolic of Lay People, 

18.11.'65 

Z O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God 
and our Mother, Mary, you see the attacks 
that are everywhere made by the devil and 
the world upon the Catholic Faith, in which, 
by God's grace, we intend to live and die, in 
order that we may obtain eternal glory.  

Do, O Help of Christians, renew your 
ancient victories and save your children.  

We entrust to you our firm purpose 
never to enrol in societies hostile to our holy 
religion; all-holy and Blessed Mother, 
present to your Divine Son our good 
resolutions and obtain for us the grace we 
need to be unshaken in their observance, 
even to the end of life.  

Console the visible Head of the Church, 
sustain the Catholic Episcopate, protect the 
clergy and people who proclaim you 
Queen; by the power of your intercession 
hasten the day when all nations shall be 
gathered at the feet of the chief Shepherd.  

Amen. 
Mary, Help of Christians, pray for us! 


